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The superyacht industry continues to refer to destinations like the Polar regions as “new and 
unchartered” when, in fact, the Northwest Passage and its equivalent sister voyages are arguably 

becoming well trodden by adventurous owners. As the industry grows and the new generation of owner seeks 
adventure and exploration, it won’t be too long before these ‘unchartered’ superyacht destinations begin to 
see some noteworthy traffic. 

However, there are other destinations – many others – that offer owners and charter clients the chance 
to experience breathtaking surroundings. They are on the superyacht map; the map simply hasn’t been 
handed out to everyone yet. 

For a captain who has visited 81 
countries in seven years, to vote 
Patagonia as “a top five destination” 
is quite something. This accolade 
comes from Captain Chris 
Walsh, skipper of Feadship’s 68m 
Archimedes.

As with most little-travelled 
destinations, pilots are compulsory. 
In Patagonia, where there 
is currently no difference in 
requirements for charter or private 
vessels, the government requires 
two pilots for superyachts of 500gt 
or more. South American Super 
Yacht Support, or SASYSS, is waiting 
for approval from the government 
to raise this to 1,500gt.

Getting permits for cruising is 
also hassle-free. The captain simply 
provides a list of everywhere the 
yacht is planning to cruise and, 

once approved by the Chilean Navy, 
the yacht gets its ‘zarpa’ permit and 
is good to go.

Provisioning is simple: fly 
everything in from Santiago. While 
it’s perfectly doable to bring in your 
own provisions, the checks will take 
longer. “It’s not a huge issue if you 
arrive with foreign food, but you’re 
going to be checked more than 
once by the authorities,” explains 
Tomas Miranda of SASYSS.

When it comes to dockage, the 

Patagonia

“Even though you’re in the canal system 
that runs up and down the coast, it’s not 
uncommon to have 70 knots of wind.” 

– Captain Chris Walsh, M/Y Archimedes
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options are growing, with a new marina 
under construction, as well as those 
already able to accommodate superyachts 
in Puerto Williams and Puerto Montt, the 
latter of which can accommodate up to 
90m, while for even bigger yachts there’s 
the commercial port.

When we talk about Patagonia as an 
‘unchartered’ destination, the charts 
reflect this. “The agents [SASYSS] 
provided us with Chilean charts, which 
was a very big help, because they’re very 
accurate, more so than American or 
British charts. But people had never been 
to a lot of the areas we went to. It was very 
unexplored,” admits Captain Walsh. To 
avoid any problems, the captain advises 
keeping an eye out for kelp when looking 
for anchorages: “Once you get out of the 
main routes, the areas will not have been 
surveyed or it may have been covered 
by glacial ice until recently, so look for 
kelp patches as it typically means it’s too 
shallow.”

There’s one piece of advice every 
captain should heed: “Even though 
you’re in the canal system that runs up 
and down the coast, it’s not uncommon 
to have 70 knots of wind,” recalls Captain 
Walsh. “So when you want to anchor, 
look to see if there are trees on the shore. 
Even if there are little scrubby trees, you 
know it’s an OK place to anchor, because 
the wind hasn’t blown them away.”  

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SASYSS

The new normal




